304                          NOTES ON PLATO.
P. 732. A life of virtue is preferablel to any other, even with respect to its pleasures, (This passage is admirable.)
P. 736. The method of purgation requisite in forming a society, in order to clear it of its noxious parts, either by punishments, or by sending out colonies.
P. 737. The number of citizens limited. Equal division of lands among them. The institution of temples and sacred rites, in which nothing of novelty is to be permitted, nor the slightest alteration 2 made; but ancient opinions and traditions are to be religiously followed. Festivals and general assemblies serve to familiarise the citizens to one another, and to bring the whole people acquainted with the temper and character of each particular man.
P. 739. The recommendation of his first scheme of government laid down in the book de Republica, in which all things are in common; and the whole state, their possessions, their families, their passions,3 are so united as that they may all act together, like the faculties of a single person. The present scheme conies next to it in perfection.
The number of the shares allotted to the citizens is never to be diminished nor increased. Each man is to choose one among his sons who is to succeed to his portion; the rest to be given in adoption to those who have none of their own. The supreme magistrate is to
1  Vid.  de Kepublica, p.  581.  L.  9.    Phileburn, p. 61. ct Protagoram.
2   Tourwf Nofj.oOerr] TO crjLUKpOTCLrov airavrtov ovdev KLI^^TCOV.
3  Vid. de RepubL L. 5. p. 462.